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9.1. Why This Matters
While the City of Philadelphia has experienced a decline in major crimes in recent years, 
public safety continues to be a concern for residents, visitors, and business owners.21

High crime levels contribute to lower property values and less local engagement, making 
it more likely that residents and business owners will leave the neighborhood if they are 
able to afford other options. The ability to feel safe in one’s neighborhood is also crucial to 
wellbeing at all life stages. In light of the recent looting, the NBR has recognized the need 
for an organized and preventative approach to protecting businesses in times of civil unrest. 

As a result, the goal of creating an emergency response plan is a top priority under the 
Philadelphia BID Alliance. In addition, Shalimar Thomas had the opportunity to testify on 
Resolution 200665 and recommended that creating a more equitable plan as it relates to 
emergency response be a priority.
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9. Public Safety along North Broad 
While crime overall has declined in Philadelphia during the COVID-19 pandemic, gun violence is up in 
cities throughout the United States, including in Philadelphia and along North Broad Street.19 Along 
North Broad, crime is down 19 percent from this time last year, marking the fifth consecutive year of 
decreases in crime levels along the corridor.20

However, the area has experienced increases in 
aggravated assaults with firearms, motor vehicle 
thefts, and non-residential burglaries this year, in line 
with citywide trends. The most common crime 
incidents for 2020 are categorized as thefts, non-
residential burglary, narcotic and drug law violations, 
“other assaults,” and “all other offenses.” Fraud, 
which represented 13 percent of all crime in the area 
in 2019 has declined significantly, now representing 
only 3 percent of the total. 

Non-residential burglaries spiked in June and 
October, first in connection with nationwide protests 
around the murders of George Floyd, Ahmaud 
Arbery, and Breonna Taylor, and then for Walter 
Wallace Jr. in October. Across the full year to date, 
non-residential burglaries are up more than 600% 
from 2019, with 70 percent of all incidents occurring 
in the first week in June or final week of October. 

North Broad Renaissance has played a central role in 
clean-up efforts, supporting businesses in 
temporarily closing and securing their storefronts 
during the period of civil unrest, and deploying its 
permanent cleaning crew for graffiti removal, 
boarding and window replacement, and general 
clean up following the damage.  

Graph Source: Philadelphia Police Department (2020)

19 Cheryl Corley, “Crime Has Declined Overall During the Pandemic, But Shootings and Killings Are Up,” NPR All Things Considered (July 20, 
2020), https://www.npr.org/2020/07/20/892418244/crime-has-declined-overall-during-the-pandemic-but-shootings-and-killings-are-up.  
20 2020 crime data is recorded for through mid-November 2020 when the analysis was completed. Comparisons from 2019 use data through 
the same interval to allow for direct comparison. 
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2020), https://www.npr.org/2020/07/20/892418244/crime-has-declined-overall-during-the-pandemic-but-shootings-and-killings-are-up.  
20 2020 crime data is recorded for through mid-November 2020 when the analysis was completed. Comparisons from 2019 use data through 
the same interval to allow for direct comparison. 
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21 https://www.pewtrusts.org/-/media/assets/2018/04/philly_sotc_2018.pdf

STATE OF NORTH BROAD/ 2021

55



10. Quality of Life 
along North Broad

As the North Broad Renaissance as taken on the monumental task 

of supporting businesses through the COVID-19 pandemic, it has 

also continued its core activities related to cleanliness and safety,

maintenance and landscaping, marketing, and economic 

development. These activities, which have always been central 

to NBR’s mission, take on new levels of importance as we grapple 

with the pandemic, racial, environmental, and economic justice, 

and civic unrest. The following sections highlight a few of the ways 

that NBR has ensured that its longstanding work continues to 

meet the most urgent needs of residents, businesses, and visitors 

to North Broad.

10.1. Clean and Safe
The North Broad Renaissance (NBR) Clean and Safe Program 
works to create a fl awless experience for all who live, work and 
play along the corridor. NBR’s cleaning crews work six days a 
week to create a visibly cleaner and safer North Broad Street. In 
good times, the program helps ensure that all visitors are
welcomed with clean streets as they commute, work and shop.
However, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and uprisings in 
June and October, the Clean and Safe Program shifted to much 
more. It was because the program was in place that the NBR was 
able to quickly deploy a team to help address the looting and the 
tragedy it left behind.

In addition, this program continued to provide a presence along 
the corridor, track and address illegal dumping, and graffi  ti and 
keep the corridor clean during increased vacancies caused by 
the pandemic.
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In 2019, City Council approved a bill that includes a $10 million investment in a citywide 
business corridor cleaning program. Proposed by Councilmember Cherelle Parker, the 
program will create up to 300 jobs and help attract new businesses and residents, reduce 
crime, and decrease poverty along commercial corridors throughout the city. The funding 
NBR receives through this program has helped the organization keep essential workers, 
providing essential services, employed.

10.2. Tackling Inequities in Parks and Green Spaces

COVID-19 has revealed the inequalities that exist when it comes to access to green spaces. 
While proven to have a positive impact on mental and physical health, the availability of 
greenspace differs depending on where you live. As the NBR looks at its own Maintenance 
and Landscaping program, it is diving into research and information that will help guide 
continued efforts to improve greenspace in neglected communities.

The North Broad Renaissance worked with the AARP to debut Philadelphia: An Age-Friendly, 
Livable City for All. According to this report, vibrant outdoor and public spaces are key 
elements of an age-friendly community. Every neighborhood should have a basic green 
infrastructure that includes tree planting, public and community gardens, and green storm 
water management solutions.

Urban green spaces can have both environmental and health benefits for residents in a 
city. In addition to offsetting greenhouse gas emissions and attenuating storm water, they 
provide spaces for physical activity, recreation, social interaction, and stress relief. Research 
suggests that green spaces also decrease feelings of depression and worthlessness (South, 
2018) as well as contribute to a reduction in gun violence.

Philadelphia: An Age-Friendly, Livable City for All is an action plan focused on the changing 
landscape and needs in housing, transportation, and outdoor spaces and buildings 
throughout the city. In collaboration with residents, community partners, and the City of 
Philadelphia, the plan includes recommendations that advise local leaders on the tangible, 
community-wide improvements needed to enhance the well-being of City residents.
The goals under the Buildings and Open Spaces focus are to (a) enhance the quality, 
quantity, and accessibility of green spaces in neighborhoods throughout Philadelphia; 
and (b) to improve the physical infrastructure and programming at public facilities such as 
libraries and recreation centers.
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Some of the recommendations are as follows:
•  Create and preserve green spaces in neighborhoods that currently are underserved.
•  Increase number of planters and other beautification efforts along commercial 

corridors where this is a priority.
•  Bring blighted, vacant land properties to “cleaned and greened” status so that they 

can be converted into productive use as pocket parks, community gardens, farmers 
markets, parklets, plazas and works of public art. Make these processes more 
transparent and streamlined.

These efforts have been underway for several years at NBR, with plans to continue. For 
example, NBR launched the Broader Green Initiative in North Philadelphia in 2018. This 
program is training and hiring residents from the North Broad community to help maintain 
more than 50 planters along North Broad Street, with the goal of improving the overall 
economic vitality in one of Philadelphia’s lowest income communities.

Looking forward to 2021, NBR will focus on:
• Connecting to skilled landscapers who understand and is ready to tackle the 

environmental challenges along the North Broad corridor to help us grow luscious and 
vibrant planters in ALL parts of the corridor.

•  Updating planter designs and developing processes to manage litter in green space 
and throughout the corridor.

• Establishing partnerships to track and prevent theft of landscaping material and plants.
•  Developing fun outdoor activations that promote social distancing while providing an 

enjoyable experience for residents and visitors.

10.3. Why This Matters
Clean and beautiful streets are key building blocks to making a great place. Efforts to 
keep streets safe, clean, and attractive add to the quality of life for residents and visitors 
alike. Specifically, it helps to create interaction and activity on the streets, supports healthy 
lifestyles, and encourages customers to frequent local businesses. In addition, cleaning 
and beautification efforts that encourage local employment further add to the civic 
engagement and economic vitality of an area.

Now, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the presence of clean and safe outdoor spaces is 
needed more than ever. Public health guidance indicates that social interactions are safest 
when they take place outside, and that spending time outdoors is essential to supporting 
mental health.
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11. Looking Forward 
to 2021

11.1. Continued Housing and Commercial 
Development

Despite the major disruptions and uncertainty produced by COVID-19 

and the associated economic slowdown, development projects and 

sales transactions have held strong in the North Broad area. 

Twelve of the 14 census tracts used to defi ne the North Broad area 

are designated Opportunity Zones through the Federal Qualifi ed 

Opportunity Zone program established in 2017. This tax incentive 

is designed to encourage investment in economically distressed 

communities by off ering several tax benefi ts for investors who 

invest their unrealized capital gains in Qualifi ed Opportunity Funds. 

This may result in signifi cant interest and increased investment in 

the North Broad community. Although the program is still fairly 

new, some of the North Broad development projects (highlighted in 

Section 7) are taking advantage of this designation to either expand 

their existing investment, or to locate a new development project on 

North Broad Street as opposed to another area of the city.

Local policies may also impact development activity over 2021. A 

legislative package passed by City Council in December 2020 includes 

a 1 percent construction cost reduction coupled with a 10 percent

reduction in Philadelphia’s tax abatement for commercial 

properties. These changes have been framed in the context of 

delays to a planned residential tax abatement reduction, both of 
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which had been scheduled to go into effect January 2021. While the impacts of these policy 
changes have yet to be realized, the continued presence of development activity (including 
projects supporting community development goals) during 2020 has been promising. 
Coupled with strong anchors along the corridor, the continued energy in supporting Black-
owned businesses and enterprises as well as Opportunity Zone tax benefits has us looking 
forward to the realization of transformative redevelopment continuing along North Broad 
Street over 2021 and beyond.

11.2. Update on the Proposed BID

Prior to the pandemic, the NBR worked towards creating a Business Improvement District 
because it realized that there is a real need for enhancing the municipal services that it 
receives and create equity along the corridor. That meant more public safety or police 
services, more street cleaning, more marketing to help the corridor realize its economic 
potential, and strategic business retention and business attraction to not only bring 
businesses to the corridor, but help them grow.

However, in light of the pandemic and its devastating impact, the NBR Board of Directors 
voted to maintain the organization’s structure as a Voluntary Special Service District and 
incorporate the data and research obtained through the BID process into the next five-
year strategic plan. Programs and services include:

Cleaning and Safety 

Maintenance and Greening

Marketing and Communications

Business Attraction, Retention, and Development

Capital Improvements

In addition, the NBR will raise $591,000 to execute on these programs and the needs 
identified under the Needs Assessment Survey.

Cleaning and Safety 

Maintenance and Greening

Marketing and Communications

Business Attraction, Retention, and Development

Capital Improvements
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11.3. Positioned for Growth

The North Broad corridor boasts many positive attributes including: Rising household incomes, 
a decrease in the overall crime rate, and continued development of residential and commercial 
real estate – all of which represent positive signals for continued growth for the North Broad 
area communities.Looking forward into 2021, one of the biggest unanswered questions is how 
quickly the nation (and Philadelphia) will be able to resolve and recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• Strong and varied Black and brown businesses along the North Broad Street Corridor

• Continued plans for real estate development, even in the midst of great uncertainty

• Federal Opportunity Zones

• Plans for enhancing green spaces along the corridor

• Strong transportation network and planned improvements at the Broad, Germantown, 
and Erie intersection

• Continued decreasing crime occurrence and perception

• Engaged community working to improve cleanliness, maintenance, and landscaping
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12. The North Broad Renaissance 
Team

North Broad Renaissance Staff:
Shalimar Thomas
Executive Director

Rianna Salm
Office Manager

North Broad Renaissance Broad of Directors:
Dr. Kenneth Scott
Chair and President of Beech Interplex

Lowell Thomas
General Counsel and Counsel for the Philadelphia Housing Authority

Steven Scott Bradley
Secretary and President and CEO of Bradley & Bradley Associates, Inc.

Randolph Brock
Treasurer and Vice President and Investment Officer for Wells Fargo

Stephen P. Mullin
President and Principal of Econsult Solutions

Contact:
North Broad Renaissance
440 North Broad Street
3rd Floor, Portal C
Philadelphia, PA 19130
(267) 318-7772
northbroad.org
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Thank You to Our Sponsors and to 
all our individual contributors and 

supporters!
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Follow the North Broad 
Renaissance on Twitter, Facebook 

or Instagram  - or just Google 

#ThinkBroad.
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